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Instrumentation

3 flutes (3rd doubling piccolo)
3 oboes
3 clarinets
2 bassoons
1 contrabassoon

4 french horns
3 trumpets in C
2 trombones
1 bass trombone

1 tuba

4 timpani
3 percussionists playing the following instruments

bass drum, suspended cymbal, 3 toms, tamtam, brake drum, glockenspiel, triangle,
tubular bells, whip, kick drum, marimba, crotales, triangle, vibraphone

piano (doubling celeste)

harp

strings



About This Piece

| love the idea that a lot of the most beautiful and expressive moments
in music come from the refinement of materials and then developing
those materials to their absolute most extremely expressive degree. At
this piece’s heart, it is a sort of study in rhetoric, yet, it is also work
about letting go of more abstract concepts in my music, and just trying
to write a work which is simple and sound.

The title has many meanings. As someone famously quiet and reserved,
the idea of a simple action being more meaningful and expressive than
words has served me well my entire life. The gestures which comprise
this work are also designed to loosely resemble a sort of abstract
shouting (see the echoes in the B section or the call and response
between various sections, most notably at m. 301) Additionally, this
work was written as a reflection on my time at Rice University and meant
to be a big gesture to all of the people who made it special.

This work is dedicated to Jerry Hou and the rest of my family at the
Shepherd School of Music. | will be forever grateful that | was able to
work alongside such inspiring musicians and beautiful souls.

For more on this work, including a audio recording, a video of the
premiere, a bit of background to my conception of this work, and my

own analysis of the form, please go to https://oliverdubon.com/speak-
louder-than-words/ or scan the following gr code:



https://oliverdubon.com/speak-louder-than-words/
https://oliverdubon.com/speak-louder-than-words/




for the Shepherd School Symphony Orchestra
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