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Instrumentation 

3 flutes (3rd doubling piccolo)  
3 oboes 

3 clarinets 
2 bassoons 

1 contrabassoon 

- 
4 french horns 
3 trumpets in C 

2 trombones 
1 bass trombone 

1 tuba 
- 

4 timpani  
3 percussionists playing the following instruments 

bass drum, suspended cymbal, 3 toms, tamtam, brake drum, glockenspiel, triangle, 
tubular bells, whip, kick drum, marimba, crotales, triangle, vibraphone  

piano (doubling celeste)  

harp 
- 

strings  



About This Piece 
I love the idea that a lot of the most beautiful and expressive moments 
in music come from the refinement of materials and then developing 
those materials to their absolute most extremely expressive degree. At 
this piece’s heart, it is a sort of study in rhetoric, yet, it is also work 
about letting go of more abstract concepts in my music, and just trying 
to write a work which is simple and sound. 
The title has many meanings. As someone famously quiet and reserved, 
the idea of a simple action being more meaningful and expressive than 
words has served me well my entire life. The gestures which comprise 
this work are also designed to loosely resemble a sort of abstract 
shouting (see the echoes in the B section or the call and response 
between various sections, most notably at m. 301) Additionally, this 
work was written as a reflection on my time at Rice University and meant 
to be a big gesture to all of the people who made it special. 

This work is dedicated to Jerry Hou and the rest of my family at the 
Shepherd School of Music. I will be forever grateful that I was able to 
work alongside such inspiring musicians and beautiful souls. 

For more on this work, including a audio recording, a video of the 
premiere, a bit of background to my conception of this work, and my 
own analysis of the form, please go to https://oliverdubon.com/speak-
louder-than-words/ or scan the following qr code: 

https://oliverdubon.com/speak-louder-than-words/
https://oliverdubon.com/speak-louder-than-words/
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1.

1

2
Flute

Piccolo

1.2.3Oboe

1

2
Clarinet	in	B♭

Bass	Clarinet

1.2Bassoon

Contrabassoon

1

2

3

4

French	Horn	in	F

1.2.3Trumpet	in	C

1.2Trombone

Bass	Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion	1

	Percussion	2

Percussion	3

Piano

Harp

IViolin

IIViolin

Viola

Violoncello

Double	Bass

Bass	Drum Sus.	Cymbal Bass	Drum

Brake	Drum

Sus.	Cymbal

Tubular	Bells

Crotales

(senza	ped)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

SPEAK	LOUDER	THAN	WORDS

SCORE	

IN	C

OLIVER	DUBON	(	b.1997	)

for	the	Shepherd	School	Symphony	Orchestra
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







 

        

  
 









     
       



 

  

 

 


    





















































































 



 







 



 



 


 







  
 





 







 




  
  



sempre

sempre

sempre

sempre

sub.

sub.

sub.

sub.

	

	

a	2

div.

B.	Tbn.	Tba

div.

1

2

Fl.

Picc.

1

3

2

Ob.

1

2

3

Cl.	in	B♭

1

2
Bsn

Cbsn

1.2

3.4

F.	Hn	in	F

1.2.3Tpt	in	C

1Tbn.

Tbn.	2

B.	Tbn.

Tba

Timp.

Perc.	1

Perc	2.

	Perc.	3

Pno

Hp

Vln	I

Vln	II

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

Tubular	Bells

Crotales

75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86
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



  


 


  


  




 

 

 


  


  




 

 

 


  


  


 



 


 

 









 

  


  


 


  


  




 

 

 


  


  




 

 
 


 



























 

 

 


  


  




 

 

 


  


  






    




     





     





     





     





 

 








  









  









  









  








  



















































 

 

 


  


  




 

 
 


 



  

 







   


 







 

 

 


  


  




 

 

 


  


  





 
 

 

 

  


  


 


  


  




 

 

 


  


  




 


 
 

  




 

 
 


















 

  



 

 
 

   



  

  


 





 
 



 













 















     


























 















  

      

















  

           

  





  
 

 





























           



          







 



   



       
























 

   
       






 

          











  

           

          




           






 

    






 

 

 



















 
 
















 

    




















 

















 

    




 

       




 

    


          



  




  



  
 

 

   




 























































































senza	sord.



 



 



 



 



 








 


 


 


 





 
  

  
  

  




sub. sub.

sub. sub.

sub. sub.

sub. sub.

sub.
sub.

	

	

	

a	2

div.

Tba

div.

1

2

Fl.

Picc.

1

3

2

Ob.

1

2

3

Cl.	in	B♭

1.2Bsn

Cbsn

1.2

3.4

F.	Hn	in	F

1.2.3Tpt	in	C

1Tbn.

Tbn.	2

B.	Tbn.

Tba

Timp.

Perc.	1

	Perc.	2

Perc.	3

Pno

Hp

Vln	I

Vln	II

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

Glockenspiel

Tubular	Bells Marimba	(soft	mallets)

Crotales
Crotales

espressivo

D
E

D E

87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98
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


 







 

 


 







 

 


 







 

 


 





   






 

 


 







 

 


 








 

 


 







 

 


 







 

 

  
   

 
 

  








 

 







 

 



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    


 

 

 

 







 

 







 

 



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

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 
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
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
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

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
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
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


 


 

 

 
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 
 


 


 

 
 


 







 

 


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
  

       











  


       




 

 

 


 


 


 


 

























 





















 





 


  














 


    











 

 

 

 

 

 



 


 

 





 





 











  

  

  















 



        









 


       










 



 

      

 





 
    

 

  

 



 

      

 






  

    
 
















 





  






    






  



















 






     




  





























































































senza	sord.

harmon	mute	stem	in

senza	sord.

harmon	mute	stem	in

senza	sord.

harmon	mute	stem	in





ord.

pizz. arco

pizz.










4
4

Spacious  = 72

espres.

sempre

piercing

4
4

Spacious  = 72



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

1.

3.

a	2

a	3 1.2.	a	2

1.

	

1

2
Fl.

Picc.

1

2.3
Ob.

1

2

3

Cl.	in	B♭

1.2Bsn

Cbsn

1

2

3

4

F.	Hn	in	F

1

2

3

Tpt	in	C

Tbn.	1.2

B.	Tbn.

Tba

Timp.

Perc.	1

	Perc.	2

Perc.	3

Pno

Hp

1

2

Vln	I

1

2

Vln	II

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

 


 

 



 

 



like	an	echo

like	an	echo

Tubular	Bells

Crotales

quasi-cadenza Celeste

quasi-cadenza

Muffle	strings	with	four	fingers	spread	on	fingerboard.

Do	not	press	all	the	way	down	on	strings,

just	touch	them	enough	to	keep	them	from	vibrating.

sul	III.	IV.





 



J K

J
K

203 204 205 206 207 208 209 210 211
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SPEAK	LOUDER	THAN	WORDS
















  

          

          

          

   


 

 
  

 

 
 

 
  








         

          

          

 

      
  

 

 

      
  

 

 

      
  

 

 

      
  

 

          

 

      







 





   




     
 






   



     
 










 





 
  

     
 


















 
  





     


    

     


   


















     
  




   

       







 





 
 



 


   

    









  








 







 




   

  








  

   
 


 

 



  

 
























 

 







   







 








 

   




 





 








    


 



 




   
 

 












    

 














 

      
 
































































































senza	sord.





sul	pont.

ord. sul	pont.

poco poco

bow	freely	in	a	circle

arco

 





espres.

 





	espres.

Solo

gli	altri

	

	

1.

a	3

a	2

a	2

a	4

1.

2.

1

2

Fl.

Picc.

1.2.3Ob.

1

2.3
Cl.	in	B♭

1.2Bsn

Cbsn

1

2

3.4

F.	Hn	in	F

1.2.3Tpt	in	C

Tbn.	1.2

B.	Tbn.

Tba

Timp.

Perc.	1

	Perc.	2

	Perc.	3

Cel.

Hp

1

2

Vln	I

1

2

Vln	II

Vla

Solo

gli	altri

Vc.

D.	B.


 

 

 

 

 


 





Crotales

Tubular	Bells

Vibraphone

2.	Muffle	strings	with	four	fingers	spread	on	fingerboard.

Do	not	press	all	the	way	down	on	strings,

just	touch	them	enough	to	keep	them	from	vibrating.

sul	III.	IV.

Muffle	strings	with	four	fingers	spread	on	fingerboard.

Do	not	press	all	the	way	down	on	strings,

just	touch	them	enough	to	keep	them	from	vibrating.

sul	III.	IV.

Dampen	strings	as	before;	pitchless	white	sound

sul	A







212 213 214 215 216 217 218 219 220 221 222
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*notated	as	"air	sound"	in	individual	parts.

Square	note	heads	indicate	air	sounds	for	brass

and	unpitched	white	noise	sounds	for	strings

throughout	this	passage.

SPEAK	LOUDER	THAN	WORDS



   

 

 

 

 



          


          



    




















          

   

    



 















 

























 



   















































































         





          

          

          

          

          




       

 



    


 



 

   
    





   
 






   



    



    



   







  























 


  

 




   




 

 








  















   








 



   



 

 

 








     
    


 


    


 

          



    


 



 



 



 


       
 

  
 

   



   

 









 
 


 
  







  







 





  


















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
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





















  
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 
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
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

 
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 
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sub.

sub.
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sub.

sub.

sub.

sub.

sub.

div.

1.3.	a	2

2.

1.3.	a	2 1.3.	a	2 1.3.	a	2

1.

2.

div.

div.	1.

1.

2.

1

2
Fl.

Picc.

1.3

2
Ob.

1

2
Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.

1

2

Bsn

Cbsn

1.2

3.4

F.	Hn	in	F

1.2.3Tpt	in	C

1

2
Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Tba

Vln	I

Vln	II

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

331 332 333 334 335 336 337 338 339 340 341
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Fl.

Picc.

1

2

3

Ob.

1

2
Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.

1

2
Bsn
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1.2

3.4

F.	Hn	in	F

1.2.3Tpt	in	C
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2
Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Tba

Timp.

Perc.	1

Perc.	3
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D.	B.
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Triangle

Crotales

Celeste

II.

II.

S

S
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Fl.

Picc.
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Ob.
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2
Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.

1.2

3.4

F.	Hn	in	F

1.2.3Tpt	in	C

1

2
Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Tba

Timp.

Perc.	1

Perc.	3

Cel.

Hp

IVln

IIVln

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

Bass	Drum

T

T
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2
Fl.
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Ob.
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2
Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.
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3.4

F.	Hn	in	F
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B.	Tbn.
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D.	B.

balance	with	horns;	

may	need	to	be	a	bit	quieter
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